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later," Albert J. Beverldge1 writes, "Marshall ar-
gued 113 cases decided by the court of appeals of
Virginia. . . . He appeared during this time in
practically every important cause heard and de-
termined by the supreme tribunal of the State."
Practically all this litigation concerned property
rights, and much of it was exceedingly intricate.
Marshall's biographer also points out the interest-
ing fact that "whenever there was more than one
attorney for the client who retained Marshall, the
latter almost invariably was retained to make the
closing argument." He was thus able to make
good any lack of knowledge of the technical issues
involved as well as to bring his great debating
powers to bear with the best advantage.

Mean while Marshall was also rising into political
prominence. From the first a supporter of Wash-
ington's Administration, lie was gradually thrust
into the position of Federalist leader in Virginia.
In 1794 he declined the post of Attorney-General,
which Washington had offered him. In the follow-
ing year he became involved in the acrimonious
struggle over the Jay Treaty with Great Britain,
and both in the Legislature and before meetings of
citizens defended the treaty so aggressively that its

1 The Life of John Marshall, vol. n, p. 177.